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Executive Committee
The Executive Committee
provides input and
recommendations
to support the chief
executive in exercising
the authority delegated
by the Board to run the
business of the group
day-to-day. It meets
weekly and is chaired by
the chief executive.
The Executive Committee
assists the chief executive in:
• developing the group
strategy and budget for
the Board’s approval
• executing the strategic plan
once agreed by the Board
• providing assurance to the
Board in relation to overall
performance and risk
management.
All decisions are taken by
the chief executive, or his
delegate, in keeping with
the principle of single point
accountability.

Philip Jansen
Chief executive

Appointed as chief executive in February 2019
and on the Board since January 2019.
Philip joined BT from Worldpay where he had
been CEO since April 2013. Before that he
was CEO and then chairman at Brakes Group
between 2010 and 2015. Philip spent the
previous six years at Sodexo where he was group
chief operating oﬃcer and chief executive,
Europe, South Africa and India. Prior to that he
was chief operating oﬃcer at MyTravel Group
from 2002 to 2004 and managing director of
Telewest Communications (now Virgin Media)
from 2000 to 2002, after starting his career at
Procter & Gamble.

Simon Lowth
Chief ﬁnancial oﬃcer

Appointed to the Board as chief ﬁnancial oﬃcer
in July 2016.

Marc Allera
CEO, Consumer

Appointed February 2016 as CEO, EE and
became CEO, Consumer in September 2017.

Bas Burger
CEO, Global Services

Sabine Chalmers
General counsel

Bas was formerly president, BT in the Americas,
BT Global Services. Bas joined BT in 2008 as
CEO Benelux.

Before joining BT, Sabine was chief legal and
corporate aﬀairs oﬃcer and company secretary
of Anheuser-Busch InBev for 12 years. She also
held various legal leadership roles at Diageo.
Sabine is qualiﬁed to practise law in England
and Wales and New York State.

Appointed June 2017.

Appointed April 2018.

Simon was CFO and executive director of
BG Group before the takeover by Royal Dutch
Shell in February 2016. Previously Simon was
CFO and an executive director of AstraZeneca,
and ﬁnance director and executive director of
ScottishPower. Prior to that, Simon was a director
of McKinsey & Company.

Marc was previously chief commercial oﬃcer for
EE from 2011 to 2015. Marc spent ten years
at Three UK as sales and marketing director and
subsequently chief commercial oﬃcer. Prior to
that, Marc was general manager of Sega UK
and Europe.

Gerry McQuade
CEO, Enterprise

Ed Petter
Corporate aﬀairs director

Cathryn Ross
Regulatory aﬀairs director

Michael Sherman
Chief strategy and transformation oﬃcer

Ed was formerly deputy director of corporate
aﬀairs at Lloyds Banking Group. Prior to that he
held corporate aﬀairs roles at McDonald’s Europe,
McKinsey & Company and the Blue Rubicon
communications consultancy, having previously
worked as a news producer and editor at the BBC.

Cathryn was formerly chief executive of Ofwat,
the independent economic regulator for the
water and waste water sector in England and
Wales. Cathryn is an experienced regulatory
and competition economist and has worked
across a number of diﬀerent sectors advising on
economic, regulatory and competition issues.

Michael is responsible for developing BT’s longterm strategy and guiding pan-BT business
transformation. Prior to BT, Michael was a
partner and managing director at Boston
Consulting Group for 11 years. Before that,
Michael spent eight years as an executive at
Viewlocity, an enterprise software company.

Appointed CEO, Wholesale and Ventures in March
2016 and became CEO, Enterprise in May 2018.
Gerry was formerly chief sales and marketing
oﬃcer at EE responsible for the business,
wholesale and product development areas which
he had overseen since the merger in 2010 of
Orange and T-Mobile. He joined the board of
Orange in January 2008, and prior to Orange
he was a founding director of Virgin Mobile.

Appointed November 2016.

Howard Watson
Chief technology and information oﬃcer

Alison Wilcox
HR director

Howard was formerly chief architect and
managing director, global IT systems and led the
technical teams behind the launch of BT Sport
in 2013.

Alison was formerly regional HR director for
Vodafone Europe and before that, regional HR
director for Vodafone’s Africa, Middle East and
Asia Paciﬁc footprint. Alison joined Vodafone in
2006 as group director of leadership following
a career in consulting.

Appointed February 2016.

Howard joined BT in 2011 and has 30 years
of telecoms experience having spent time at
Telewest Communications (now Virgin Media)
and Cartesian, a telecommunications consultancy
and software company.

Appointed July 2015.

Before joining BT, Bas was executive president
and a member of the management committee of
Getronics NV, where he ran global sales, channels
and partnerships, developing the company’s
international business. He was also CEO and
managing director of KPN Entercom Solutions.

Appointed January 2018.

Clive Selley
Invitee, CEO, Openreach
Clive was appointed CEO, Openreach in
February 2016. He was formerly CEO, BT
Technology, Service & Operations, CEO
BT innovate & design and before that
president, BT Global Services portfolio
& service design. The CEO of Openreach
cannot be a member of the Executive
Committee under the provisions of the
Commitments. Clive attends Executive
Committee meetings as appropriate.

Appointed May 2018.

Rachel Canham
Company secretary & general
counsel, governance
Rachel is company secretary of BT
Group plc. She joined BT in 2011 as a senior
commercial lawyer before becoming chief
counsel for mergers & acquisitions in 2013.
Rachel was appointed company secretary &
general counsel, governance in November
2018. Rachel attends all Executive
Committee meetings.
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